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CMC Meets to Discuss the Economic Growth
of Connecticut’s Deep-Water Ports
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State Senator Andrew Maynard listens to maritime industry leaders to help foster economic growth of 
Connecticut’s deep-water ports.  Those present included terminal operators, tug boat operators, pilots, ship 
managers, land based service providers, export representatives, ferry companies, agents, fuel importers, freight 
forwarders and others that have played a key role in promoting Connecticut’s ports over the years.
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Maritime Matters In Washington
by Mr. Paul Bea

A few years back the trade press started asking from 
their columns and story headlines why it was taking so 
long for marine highway progress—on the water and in 
government. To some extent the questions “why” and 
“when” reflected skepticism and an understandable 
response to some of the slam-dunk rhetoric that 
advocates used in the first years of the last decade. The 
advocates’ logic was simple: Roads are congested; water 
is not. New highways are expensive; water is free.  Diesel 
at the pump is only going higher; vessels are many times 
more efficient. 

Of course, it’s not that simple. (Just as the argument 
that Jones Act = No Marine Highway is too pat a dismissal, 
though often a tempting one.)  

Even long-time marine highway supporter Clay Cook 
asked impatiently—and not without cause—in last year’s 
May/June Maritime Executive whether USDOT marine 
highway program efforts were “dead in the water?”  

What is taking so long?  
On the business side it doesn’t help that the economy 

went into the tank.  Cargo and freight volumes dropped. 
Capital became scarce. People and companies ducked 
into secure holes, stopped spending and started stuffing 
the mattress. Then there was the rapid rise of diesel 
prices to four dollars and more only to drop just as marine 
efficiencies started to look attractive. 

But that hardly explain it all. Modal shifts don’t 
happen on a dime. Yes, trucking has its challenges but 
driver shortages and HOS regulations alone don’t steer 
companies to the water. Besides, inter-modal rail has 
been doing very well and can be expected to be even 
more competitive in offering services to trucking.  

One thing is simple: marine highway service has to 
make sense in economic and logistics terms to the folks 
who control the cargo.  Some truckers and shippers have 
said in public forums how water transport does make 
sense for their businesses. They even qualify as MH 
advocates. Their numbers can and will grow but more 
needs to be done to make the prospect for marine highway 

service more real and the information more available. 
A few more operations on the water could make a 

difference. The long awaited M-580 “Green Trade Corridor” 
COB service between Stockton and Oakland will be up 
and running in a couple months. On the government side 
of things we also will see some steps that could make a 
difference. 

In early February House Ways & Means held a hearing 
on maritime tax issues including a Harbor Maintenance 
Tax exemption for domestic moves of non-bulk cargo. 
The chair of the subcommittee, Pat Tiberi (R-OH), is also 
sponsor of the exemption bill, HR 1533, and he is in a 
position to make something happen.  

The Navy/MARAD “dual use” project should get 
interesting in the coming months. Herbert Engineering’s 
October 28th report for MARAD, coordinated with market 
and operation studies, is a guide to vessel designs that 
could work for the commercial and, when needed, national 
defense markets. The strategy to replace the tired RRF 
with new, commercially viable ships, maybe with some 
defense funds, is hinged on commercial MH development 
taking off. That’s why MIT’s Hank Marcus has a role helping 
identify potential policy moves (HMT, shipper incentives, 
etc.) that could help foster the business.

The M-580 project benefited by Federal capital grant 
money as have some other MH related projects.  Don’t 
expect marine highway program grants to be issued this 
or next year but USDOT is in the process of receiving 
a 4th round of TIGER grant applications. Watch for MH 
related proposals.

We also may see legislation introduced to allow 
the short-term re-flagging of foreign built ships for the 
purpose of validating the coastwise market and enabling 
the construction of replacement ships in US yards. I 
wouldn’t be surprised to see some Jones Act carriers and 
hungry shipyards undertake a strategy to get the Federal 
government to support the greatly needed recapitalization 
of their container and roll on – roll off (ro/ro) fleets. We 
will have to see how that might help, or expressly not 
help, the newer operators on the scene. 
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Also, let’s not forget that the MARAD funded market/
business plan studies for M-5, M-55 and M-95 corridors 
are to be released in the next months.   

None of the above presently qualifies as game 
changers but the potential is there. Suffice it to say there 
is more to come on the marine highway story in 2012. 

Paul Bea is a government relations and policy advisor 
in Washington, DC.  He chairs the marine highway advocacy 
group, The Coastwise Coalition, and discusses the MTS at 
www.MTSmatters.com. 

SHIPPING 2012: 9 Dynamic Conference 
Sessions, 3 Days, 2,500 Guests

“Game Changers” Shipping 2012 will be held at the 
Stamford Hilton Hotel Monday through Wednesday March 
19-20-21. Overseas visitors start to arrive days before to 
visit their customers and peers. Unlike most trade shows 
which might draw hordes of people who do not know each 
other, shipping people are tribal-like. Despite the global 
nature of the industry it is amazingly interconnected, 
warm and very welcoming. All the sub-communities from 
builders, financiers, shippers, flag states, regulators, 
lawyers and operators realize they are interdependent. 
On entering the hotel a visitor will immediately notice 
the nearly non-stop “buzz” of business and personal 
conversations. Further information and the program can 
be seen at www.shipping2012.com.

CMC Membership Includes Diverse 
State Maritime Interests
Organized in 2000, the Connecticut Maritime Coalition 
is a non-profit trade association advocating for 
Connecticut’s Maritime Industry. Our members include:

Briarpatch Enterprises, Inc.  
Joseph Gilbert, 203.876.8923, hiddenemp@aol.com

The Bridgeport & Port Jefferson Steamboat Company 
Frederick Hall, 631-473-0286, FHall@McAllisterTowing.com 

Blakeslee Arpaia Chapman, Inc. 
John Fucci, 203-483-2954, jfucci@BAC-INC.com 

Cross Sound Ferry Services, Inc.  
Adam Wronowski, 860-625-4824, adam@longislandferry.com  

Connecticut Maritime Association, Inc. 
Donald Frost, 203-406-0106, dbfrost@optonline.net

Connecticut State Pilots, Inc.  
Capt. Charles Jonas, 516-319-5069, cpjonas@optonline.net  

Empire Fisheries, LLC
Joseph Gilbert, 203-876-8923, hiddenemp@aol.com

Gateway Terminal  
Tom Dubno, 203-467-1997, tdubno@gatewayt.com 

Gwenmor Marina & Marine Contracting Inc.  
Christian McGugan, 860-536-0281, Christian@gwenmor.com 

GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. 
Dan Kinard, 860-286-8900, dan.kinard@gza.com 

Interport Pilots Agency, Inc.  
Captain Louis Bettinelli, 732-787-5554, loubett@optonline.net  

Moran Towing Corporation 
Aislinn Pitchford, 203-442-2800, aislinn@morantug.com 

New England Shipping Company, Inc.  
David Pohorylo, 203-467-2423, dpohorylo@newenglandshipping.com 

New Haven Port Authority  
Judi Sheiffele, Ex.Dir., 203-946-6778, JSheiffe@newhavenct.net 

New Haven Terminal  
Michael Vasaturo, 203-468-0805, vpusec@aol.com  

Port Security Services  
Ralph Gogliettino,800-762-9147, Ralph@portsecurity.us 

Santa Energy Corporation 
Thomas Santa, 203-362-3332, SantaT@santaenergy.com

Schooner, Inc. 
Kristen Andrews, 203-865-1737, kristen.andrews@schoonerinc.org

Sea Support, Inc.  
Ralph Gogliettino, 203-467-1590, Ralph@seasupport.biz

Thames Towboat Co.
Richard MacMurray, 860-443-7394, rich@longislandferry.com

Thames Shipyard & Repair Co.
Stan Mickus, 860-460-8437, stanmickus@longislandferry.com 

Underwater Construction Corporation  
James Swiggart, 860-853-8956, jswiggart@uccdive.com

Line Handling • Launch Service/Stores Delivery
Spill Boom Containment Services

Marine Oil Spill Clean Up Services • Stevedoring Services
Ship/Marine Chandlery Supply Services 

203-467-1590 
Mr. Ralph Gogliettino   Ralph@seasupport.biz

_______________________________________________________________ 

Monday, March 19, 2012 

2:00 pm – GRAND BALLROOM I – Conference Convenes

CMA President’s Welcome & Opening Remarks
• Beth Wilson-Jordan, President, Connecticut Maritime Association

Game Changers: An Executive Briefing on the
Industry’s Most Critical Issues from the Industry’s
Trade Association Leadership 
Market Imbalances: Too many ships and too many yards!

Piracy, Armed Robbery, Kidnapping, Torture and Murder at Sea.
Changing the way we have to do business.

Global versus National Environmental Regulations: What should
owners expect? Delays, Exceptions or hard deadlines? Who’s
Paying? 

Recruitment, Retention & Fair Treatment of Seafarers in a difficult
market.

Session Sponsored by: 

Moderator

• Clay Maitland, Managing Partner, International Registries, Inc. & 
Founding Chairman, NAMEPA

• Vice Admiral Sally Brice-O’Hara, Vice Commandant, United States 
Coast Guard

• Alastair Evitt, Managing Director, Meridian Marine Management Ltd. &
President, InterManager

• Yudhishthir D. Khatau, Vice Chairman & Managing Director, 
Varun Shipping Company Ltd. & President, BIMCO

• Nicholas A. Pappadakis, Chairman, INTERCARGO

• Spyros M. Polemis, Chairman, International Chamber of Shipping

• Capt. Graham Westgarth, Executive Vice President,  Innovation, 
Technology & Projects, Teekay Shipping (Canada) Ltd.  & Chairman, 
INTERTANKO

• Noboru Ueda, Chairman & President, Nippon Kaiji Kyokai / ClassNK & 
Vice-Chairman (immediate past-Chairman), IACS

3:10 pm - 3:30 pm – Afternoon Refreshment Break
Sponsored by:

3:30 pm – GRAND BALLROOM I – Session Resumes

5:30 pm – Opening Cocktail Reception in Exhibit Area
Sponsored by:

Tuesday, March 20, 2012 

8:00 am - 9:00 am – Continental Breakfast in 
Exhibit Area
Sponsored by:

9:15 am – GRAND BALLROOM I

The Macro Economic State of the World 
Global Trade and Economics
State of the US Economy, State of Europe & the Euro

Asian Fortunes

Double Dip Recession Threat

Interest Rates, Currency shifts and inflation

Governmental and Political Paralysis and the US election

BRIC Fallout

Wall Street Prospects

• Willem Buiter, Chief Economist, Citibank (invited)

9:45 am – The Macro Shipping Environment   
State of Ship Finance
Trends in Bank Lending – Basel III and higher capital require-
ments, Tighter terms and conditions

Liquidity Resolution Strategies: Options 

Restructuring: Avoiding difficult shakeouts

Consolidation: Finding Your Sweet Spot

Bridging a Finance shortfall: What’s a small owner to do? 
What’s any owner to do?

• Capt. Herbert Soanes, Senior Vice President & Deputy Managing
Director, DVB Bank SE

The Connecticut Maritime Association

Game Changers

March 19, 20 & 21, 2012

Hilton Stamford Hotel, Stamford, Connecticut

Society of Maritime Arbitrators, Inc.

Maritime Matters continued from page 2
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Statewide Dredging Update
by Mr. Joseph R. Salvatore, Dredging Project 
Coordinator for the State of Connecticut,  
Joseph.Salvatore@ct.gov

U.S Army Corps of Engineers Civil Works Allocations 
of Additional Funding for Ongoing Work-Operation and 
Maintenance Fiscal Year 2012

- Clinton Harbor $200,000.00
- Long Island Sound DMMP $980,000.00

LIS DMMP Working Group Stakeholder Interviews 
began with representatives of individual stakeholder 
organizations to quantify interest and concerns. The 
information gathered during this process will be used 
as part of a multi-criteria decision analysis (MCDA) 
evaluating and prioritizing dredged-material placement 
alternatives in the LIS region. MCDA is an important 
tool in this process because it allows for trade-offs to 
be made between impacts and benefits that cannot be 
measured in the same units. Additional background 
materials and summary notes from past WG meetings 
can be found on the LIS DMMP working group website, 
at http://lisdmmp.org/

CONNDOT in partnership with CT Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection and Region 1 of 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, is seeking 
to engage a professional consulting firm to conduct 
environmental studies, including physical oceanographic 
studies in Eastern LIS. These studies will build on studies 
conducted previously for the 2004 LIS Environmental 
Impact Statement (LIS EIS) and for the U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers led LIS Dredge Material Management Plan. 
The purpose of these studies is to collect environmental 
data and information that will support a Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) to determine 
whether an open water dredge material disposal site 
is needed to serve the Eastern Long Island Sound 
region and if so, to evaluate several alternative sites to 
meet that need. Letters of interest are due March 15, 
2012 no later than 2:00pm. For additional information 
go to, http://www.biznet.ct.gov/scp_search/BidDetail.
aspx?CID=24301

Hire Our Returning Veterans: Resources 
Office for Veterans’ Workforce Development (OVWD)
Mr. Terry Brennan, Director (860) 263-6514
http://www.ctdol.state.ct.us/veterans/vetreps.htm

The Office of Military Affairs
Mr. Robert Ross, Executive Director  
(860) 270-8074,  
bob.ross@ct.gov  
http://www.ct.gov/oma/site/default.asp

Federal Resources
VOW to Hire Heroes Act of 2011 Creates New Benefit 
for Unemployed Veterans. This legislation offers a tax 
credit up to $5,600 for companies that hire veterans 
who have been unemployed six months or longer. 

Hiring a veteran with a service-connected disability 
bumps the credit up to $9,600. http://courtney.house.
gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=
6533&Itemi 

MARINE BUNKERING
Vessel fueling throughout New England

All fuel grades:  ULSD, MDO, MGO, IFO, Bunker “C”
U.S.C.G Certified

800-739-1852
SantaBuckley.com

P.O. Box 791 New London, CT 06320  
(860) 442-5349  www.thamesshipyard.com

Two Drydocks Available  – Newly Expanded Number 2 Drydock

Tug Service
High-Speed Ferry
Haul-Out & Repair
Certified Steel and Aluminum 
Welding and Fabrication
Diesel Engine Repairs
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In this issue:  �Economic Growth of Connecticut’s 

Deep-Water Ports

Advocating for Connecticut’s Maritime Industry

The Connecticut Maritime Coalition is a non-profit trade association facilitating the competitiveness of Connecticut’s maritime 
industries. Our cluster network is mostly composed of small and medium-sized businesses. 

The Connecticut Maritime Coalition’s mission is to advocate for Connecticut’s maritime industry. 

To join the Connecticut Maritime Coalition or to advertise your business in Deep Water Port notes, please contact: 

William Gash, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 188, Stonington, Connecticut 06378  
Phone: 860-941-0044   Fax (888) 436-5413  

Email: ctmaritime@msn.com   Visit us at: www.ctmaritime.com
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